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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEE TING 

Time: 

Monday, June 12, 1989; 6:30 p.m. 

Location: 

REG Arboretum Nature Centre 
Guelph Rd, Dundas. 

POTLIJCK DIMER 

Please bring along a dish of your choice and 
your own plate and utensils. Movies and guided 
walks around the Arboretum will also take place, 
weather permitting. See you there! 


1989 WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 

All outings start at 6:30 p.m., with the exceptions of Aug. 23 and Aug. 30, which begin at 
6.00 p.m. Binoculars, field guides, sturdy walking shoes, insect repellent and rubber ixxots are all 
recommended to have on hand. Children are always welcome. 


June 14 -PERRENIALS 
Dr. Leslie Laking 

Meet at Laking Garden, RBG on Plains Rd., 
Burlington. 

June 21 -TOLLGATE PONDS 

Rob Dobos 648-0435 

John Struger 547-5116 

Meet at Canada Centre for Inland Waters 

parking lot, Burlington. 

June 28 -LAMB'S HOLLOW 
Vi Chomook 634-9101 

Meet at Unsworth Ave. north off Plains Rd., 
Burlington. 

July 5 -MOUNT NM) 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Meet at Guelph Line and Colling Rd., 

Burlington. 

July 12 -BRONTE CREEK 
Peter Thoem 681-2738 

Meet at Upper Middle Rd. west of Hwv 25., 
Oakville. 

July 19 -ROCK CHAPEL 
Ian Smith 387-5931 

Meet at Rock Chapel Rd. off Hwy 5, 
Flamborougli. 


July 26 -WEBSTER'S FALLS 

Janet Snaith 387-3904 

Meet at Crooks Hollow Rd. above Dundas. 


Aug. 2 -KERNS RD., WATERDOWN 

Shirley Element 336-5433 

Meet at quarry on Kems Rd. south of Hwy 5, 

Burlington. 


Aug. 9 -THE HERMITAGE,, DUNDAS VALLEY" 

Nancy Lvne 

Meet at parking lot on Sulphur Springs Rd., 
Ancaster. 

Aug. 16 -BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Gwen & Dennis Lewington 662-7952 

Meet at parking lot off King St. east of Hwy. 

20., Stoney Creek. 

Aug. 23 -VAN WAGNER'S BEACH 

Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Meet at windsurfing building on Van Wagners 

Beach Rd., Hamilton. 

Aug. 30 -THE WILLOWS, BIRDING 

Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

Meet at Cootes Drive 1/4 mile east of Olympic 

Drive, Dundas. 
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THE BEGINNING YEARS 

bv Hazel Broker 


(Ed. note: Tins article is excerpted frau one 
which appeared in the April 1979 li'oal Duck 
[V32 N8] which was a special 60th anniversary 
issue. It is an excellent account of the 
founding, early years and evolution of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, and is suitably 
reprinted in this special 70th anniversary 
issue for the benefit of our many more recent 
members.) 

According to one newspaper article re 
the founding, "The Hamilton Horticultural 
Society sowed good seed a few years ago when 
it distributed a nuiriber of bird houses 
throughout the city and awarded prizes to 
school children for building the best 
artificial nesting places for the feathered 
friends of mankind. The seed sown brought 
forth goal fruit in the form of the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society." 

The first meeting of the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society was held on Thurs. May 8, 
1919 and the following report appeared in one 
of the local papers on June 2, 1919. 

"Bird lovers of the city at a largely 
attended meeting held in the lecture roan of 
the public library formed a society which is 
to be known hereafter as 'The Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society'. 'The object is to extend 
hospitality to the wild birds, to protect them 
from their enemies, and to acquire a greater 
knowledge of the bird life in tills vicinity 
and to awaken a greater public interest in 
bird protection and bird study.'" 

"George S. Kerr, K.C. presided and a 
board of directors was elected as follows: 
W.A. Child, Miss Isabel Walker, A.P. Kappele, 
R.O. Merriman, Dr. T.S. McGillivray, N.M. 
Anderson, H.C. Nunn, Mrs. H.D. Petrie and 
Capt. C.P. Hardy... At the conclusion of the 
general business, fifty memters identified 
themselves with the society, which, from the 
enthusiasm of the directors and members, 
promises to be a great success." The 
membership fee was $1.00. 

At subsequent meetings of the Board of 
Directors the first executive coriirdtt.ee was 
formed: Honourary President -Mr. Adam Brown; 
President -Mr. R.O. Merriman; 1st Vice 
President -Mrs. H.D. Petrie; 2nd Vice 


President -Mr. A.P. Kappele; Secretary- 
Treasurer -Mr. N.M. Anderson. 

That much discussion and planning had 
gone on prior to the inaguaral meeting is 
indicated by the fact that a constitution, 
already drafted, was read and discussal clause 
by clause at that meeting and, with only two 
minor amendments, was adopted unanimously. 
Hie founding committee had previously 
corresponded with the Canadian Society for the 
Protection of Birds (Toronto) and with the 
National Association of Audubon Societies (New 
York) and had received advice and helpful 
literature from both. However, when the 
question of affiliation with other societies 
was taken up at an early meeting of the 
directors, it was decided that the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society (KBPS) "would do its 
test work as an independent organization" 
rather than accept the invitation to become a 
branch of the Canadian Society for the 
Protection of Birds. It was decided, however, 
to identify the Society with the international 
movement, for bird protection by an annual 
subscription of $5.00 to the work of the 
National Audubon Societies. 

In April 1920, application for 
incorporation under the Ontario Companies Act 
was filed and by Octoter of that year this had 
been ratified and tire society became known as 
the "Hamilton Bird Protection Society 
Incorporated". 

Following the first directors meeting 
on May 26, 1919, Mr. H.C. Nunn, chairman of 
the Sanctuary Committee, approached the City 
Engineers to ask permission to make the 
grounds of the Barton Reservoir a bird 
sanctuary. This would entail erecting bird 
houses in due season and providing food for 
the birds which remained during the winter. 
At the November 11, 1919 public meeting, Mr. 
Nunn reported that the feeding stations would 
be established for the winter not only at the 
Barton Reservoir sanctuary but at Idlewvld 
Highfield and other places throughout the 
city. Troop 16 of the Boy Scouts would take 
charge of the station at Idlewvld, the 
residence of Colonel Gordon Henderson. Barton 
Reservoir is mentioned as the Club's sanctuary 
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in reports of field trips in subsequent years 
and proved to be a popular area for birding 
enthusiasts. 

Another first step of the newly formed 
Society was the appointment of a carmittee on 
junior work headed by Mr. H.C. Nunn and Miss 
Isabel Walker whose aim was to awaken a 
greater interest in birds among school 
children in the vicinity. Few children had 
been availing themselves of the opportunities 
for organized bird study that had been 
previously available to them. Accepting a 
generous offer from the National Association 
of Audubon Societies the carmittee approached 
not only the Hamilton Board of Education but 
the inspectors in Wentworth and Halton 
Counties as well. All were favourably 
impressed with the idea of establishing Junior 
Bird Clubs in all schools and gave the 
carmittee permission to proceed. At the first 
annual meeting of the KBPS in May 1920, it was 
reported that the carmittee, with tire help of 
one teacher in each school, was instrumental 
in forming 273 Junior Audubon Clubs in 45 
schools in Hamilton with a total membership of 
8,093 in a city that had a population of about 
150,000. An additional 1375 children from 
Halton and Wentworth also became members. For 
a nominal fee of $0.10 each child received a 
set of 10 leaflets on birds plus a button. 
Each club received one year's subscription to 
the well-known illustrated magazine "Bird 
Lore". 

Interest was fostered by means of 
illustrated lectures in various schools, by 
holding bird house and essay competitions and 
by mass meetings of children to hear prominent 
naturalists from both Canada and the United 
States. Each Junior Audubon member was 
autanatically enrolled as a junior member of 
the KBPS. 

The success of the Junior Audubon Clubs 
in the city and surrounding area prompted the 
young society to promote these clubs 
throughout the country. In 1929 an Extension 
Carmittee was organized under the leadership 
of Mr. H.C. Nunn, a local business man with 
the Hallidav Ganpanv which possessed a large 
mailing list throughout Ontario and Eastern 
Canada. Enclosing a leaflet in business mail 
addressed to "Boys and Girls" an interested 
child, into whose hands this leaflet might 


fall, was directed to approach Ins school 
teacher who was asked to superintend the 
information of a Junior Audubon Club or Clubs 
in his or tier school. 

Clubs began to cane in frail Eastern 
Canada and later, with the cooperation of a 
Toronto business man, Mr. Harry Tier of the 
Gold Medal Canpanv, who possessed an extensive 
mailing list in Western Canada, clubs sprang 
up in widely scattered areas fran coast to 
coast. 

The uncanpleted returns for 1938 fran 
1436 clubs as reported to the annual meeting 
of the HBPS listed 26718 members with Ontario 
having 22000 of these members. 

I, for one, can credit the Junior 
Audubon Club in our one-room Palermo Public 
School in Halton County with sparking my first 
interest in birds in the spring of 1929. The 
button and leaflets were prized possessions 
for many years and that first spark of 
interest gradually grew into a hobby which has 
greatly enriched my life and wliich will 
continue to give me endless hours of pleasure. 

I am so grateful to those Hamilton bird lovers 
who had an idea and acted on it. 

Advance notice in the newspapers 
indicated that the members and friends of the 
HBPS would hold a field day on Monday, May 24, 

1920 (Victoria Day), meeting at 2:30 p.m. at 
the top of the Wentworth St. incline for east- 
end participants and at the head of Queen St. 
for those fran the west end. This was the 
first recorded field day of the HBPS. 

The new society began keeping migration 
records in the spring of 1920, listing birds 
observed in the vicinity of Hamilton and the 
date of the first sighting for the year. In 

1921 a total of 128 species was recorded 
during the migration perial and many of the 
arrival dates were much earlier than the 
previous year. 

Tlie first recorded Christmas census of 
the HBPS was held on Decenter 23, 1921. Some 
members "went on an eight mile tramp in the 
west end of the city finally w'alking through 
the park at Ainslie Woods. The members were 
well-pleased and repaid by seeing 8 species 
with a total of 30 birds." 

Interest in the young society steadily 
increased and at the end of the second year 
membership stood at 200. At least six public 
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meetings were held each year and speakers 
during the 1920's included noted naturalists 
from both Canada and the US. W.E. Saunders, 
founder of the Mcllwraith Ornithological Club 
of London, Stuart Thompson (nephew of Ernest 
Thompson Seton), Prof. T.F. Mcllwraith of 
Toronto and Jack Miner were names wliich 
appeared several times during those years. 

Hie public meetings were held in a 
variety of locations, many in the hall of the 
new Public Library, but the Conservatory Music 
Hall and facilities in the ICOF Temple, YWCA 
and McNab Street Sunday School were used as 
well. 

Greatly troubled by the diminishing 
numbers of birds in the Dundas Marsh, even 
though the area was just as attractive to 
birds as formerly, a resolution from the 
Director’s meeting on June 26, 1920, expressed 
these concerns and concluded "Therefore lie it 
resolved that the Board of Directors of the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society wishes to see 
the Dundas Marsh made a Bird Sanctuary and 
every possible means employed to attract birds 
again to the marsh and protect them there." 
(Ed, note: Further details surrounding the 
protection of Dundas Marsh as a bird sanctuary 
are given in a subsequent article in this 
issue.) 


At the outbreak of war in 1939, much of 
the activities of the HBPS were reduced 
considerably, and subsequently the Letters 
Patent of the Society were cancelled. At the 
low point, membership had dropped down to only 
8, nevertheless the faithful ones carried on 
throughout the "difficult" period. In 1939 
some of the junior members of the HBPS were 
organized in a group known as the "Trail 
Blazers Association". A bulletin dated 
January 15, 1940 indicates that they changed 
their name to the "Hamilton Outdoor 
Naturalists". Soon after, they became known as 
the "Hamilton Nature Club". 

The Hamilton Nature Club, which 
functioned as an unincorporated body, 
introduced in 1947 a monthly bulletin which 
became THE WOD DUCK. This was accomplished 
at the suggestion and persistence of Robert 0, 
Els tone as the need was seen to eotrrnunicate 
with the members and to record the activities 
of the Club. Monthly bird records became a 
regular feature of this publication in 1950, 
compiled initially by David K. Powell, then by 
George W. North in 1952 who had continued 
until his passing in 1983. Mark Jennings has 
carried on this tradition up to the present. 

On January 28, 1959 the Club was 
granted a Charter and became incorporated 
under the name "Hamilton Naturalists' Club". 


I-INC CONSERVATION COMMITTEE WINS 
ENVIRONMENTALISTS OE THE YEAR AWARD 


Congratulations to John Struger, 
Christine Bishop, Rob Dotos and Brian 
McHattie, who are Hamilton’s 1988 
Environmentalists of the Year. All four have 
worked very hard for our Club on a number of 
fronts: 

-Tire Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan, 
particularly the Windermere Basin clean-up. 
-The Peregrine Falcon reintroduction at Mohawk 
College. 

-The Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas project. 
-Naturefest (in cooperation with the Royal 
Botanical Gardens). 

-Hamilton's Clean-up Day. 


They also kept on top of many local and 
provincial environmental issues and provided 
input to many. This Camiittee was (and still 
is!) an important voice for om' Club and all 
conservationists and naturalists in Hamilton. 

Tire award was presented to the 
Conservation Committee at a banquet held on 
June 1 at the Royal Connaught Hotel. Hie 
guest speaker was Dr. Donald Chant, chairman 
of the Ontario Waste Management Corporation. 
Hianks to those who came out to show their 
appreciation at the dinner. Well done and 
well deserved, John, Christine, Rob and Brian! 
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EXCERPTS FROM ”A SHORT HISTORY 
OF COOTES PARADISE” 

by John A. Scott 


(Ed. note: On June 15, Ro])ert. Bateman, 
an honourary life member of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, will be the featured 
speaker at a fundraising dinner organized bv 
the Club. Money raised will be given to the 
Royal Botanical Gardens' project to 
rehabilitate the Cootes Paradise marsh. Our 
Club has always had a keen interest in Cootes 
Paradise -when we were the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society, we had it preserved as a 
sanctuary, as Join Scott's article attests.) 

Hie Desjardins Canal, opened in 1837 
and refurbished in 1878, fell into disuse by 
the 1890* s, with only small pleasure boats and 
canoes still traversing its once busy channel. 
The advent of the automobile and the gradual 
silting up of the canal itself finally put an 
end to this vestigial commercial use of the 
canal, once the pride and hope of Dundas. 

With the canal finally abandoned, 
Cootes Paradise became the preserve of small 
boys and of course, hunters. Although local 
sportsmen were not above sneaking out to the 
marsh at night to shoot at sleeping ducks, 
Cootes Paradise, by the end of World War 1, 
still provided sane fair shooting. Hie 
Province sent game wardens to regulate the 
hunting at the Marsh, but the rules seemed 
designed more to protect the hunters than to 
manage the game resources of the area. 

In the face of all the seasonal carnage 
occurring on the western limits of Hamilton, 
the newly formed Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society petitioned City Council in 1920 to 
make Cootes Paradise into a bird sanctuary. 
In an effort to sway the tight-fisted, 
unsentimental burghers of Hamilton, the 
petitioners couched their arguments in 
economic terms exclusively. 

Naturally there was opposition to the 
plan fran neighbourhood gunners. They claimed 
that as working men they did not have the 
opportunity to trip northward for the hunt, as 
it was implied, did many of the supporters of 
the sanctuary concept. In any case, they 
argued, what was the sense of spending money 
to preserve ducks in Hamilton only to have 
them slaughtered by Americans on Long Point? 
However, after all sides of the question had 
teen heard no decisive action was taken. 

In 1925 the issue was reopened when 


Capt. George Midford successfully applied to 
the Federal Government for a lease on the 
marshlands north of the canal, in order to 
operate a duck farm there.' Immediately the 
Hamilton Paries Board, the Bird Protection 
Society and the gun clubs raised objections, 
for MidfonFs proposal would interfere with 
all of their plans. T.B. McOuesten, then a 
Parks Board commissioner, led a delegation to 
Ottawa and got Midford's petition laid over 
indeLinitely. With that accomplished little 
else was done, leading the Hamilton Spectator 
to wonder in early 1927, wliv everyone was so 
antagonistic to Midford's proposal, especially 
since they seemed to have none of their own. 

But behind the scenes plans were 
maturing rapidly, for on February 10th, 1927 
the Province declared Cootes Paradise and the 
adjoining lands a Crown Game Preserve. All 
concerned seemed pleased by this announcement, 
although the Hamilton Spectator was suprised 
that anyone would wish to interfere with the 
profitable muskrat trapping that f lourished in 
the area. In che enthusiasm of the moment, 
grandiose plans were made to develop the Marsh 
and it is just as well that they never came to 
fruition, for they would have destroyed the 
Marsh as an ecological habitat. Fortunately 
for the Marsh, the Depression intervened. 

Although Cootes Paradise w T as now a 
sanctuary its future was still in jeopardy as 
long as it remained divided among many 
landowners. Logically the next step toward 
the complete protection of the area was to 
squire the various properties and put them 
under the control cf one body. As Parks Board 
Ccrrirdssioner and later as Minister of High¬ 
ways, T.B. McQuesten began to do just that. 
Initially he made certain that the Board cont¬ 
rolled the Cootes Paradise properties, but 
soon he saw that the administration and wise 
development of such a large parcel of land 
required the establishment of a separate 
board. Accordingly he lent his considerable 
political talents in support of a bill setting 
rp the Royal Botanical Gardens as a distinct 
entity to administer and control the new park- 
lands on the western edge of the city. On Apr 
1, 1941, the centennial of the founding of 
England's famous tew Gardens, this bill passed 
through the Ontario Legislature and the Royal 
Botanical Gardens came into existence. 



169 


ACQUISITION OF OUR CLUB SANCTUARY PROPERTIES 


Since its inception in 1919 as the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society, the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club has expanded its interests 
and is meeting demands for the protection of 
our natural heritage in diverse ways. 

The group first made its influence felt 
when in March 1927, after five years of 
dedicated work under its first President, R. 
Owen Merriman, it succeeded in having Cootes 
Paradise created a Crown Garre Preserve. Of 
course, the area today is part of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens with nature trails and a 
Nature Interpretive Centre. 

One of the objectives of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, set out in its 
Constitution, is "to hold lands as nature 
sanctuaries ...". In the middle 1950's, an 
eleven hundred dollar bond was set aside by 
the then executive to establish a Sanctuary 
Fund. I was elected to the Board in 1958 and 
in 1960 became Sanctuary Director. 

At a Club Weekend Camp near Normandale 
in May, 1961, we visited an area quite near 
the camp known as "Spooky Hollow". I was so 
impressed with the l>eautv and content of this 
38 ha pro])erty, that on a scheduled outing 
there on Sunday, May 21, 1961 -with the famous 
botanists Mtrnroe Landon of Simcoe and Bert 
Miller of Fort Erie (both now deceased) - that 
I opined that "I just love this woods" to 
which Munroe Landon replied: "Well, if you 
love it so much, why don't you buy it as a 
Club Sanctuary?" He had challenged me! I 
turned and started down the trail towards the 
road. Landon: "Now where are you going?" I 
replied: "To buy Spooky Hollow if you know 
whan I am to contact." He replied: "Artley 
Duncan the Barter in Port Rowan." 

I asked Ab Gorman, then President, to 
accompany me. We rode to Port Rowan atout 18 
miles distant from our camp. On arrival in 
town the streets were deserted and the town 
constable was the only human being visible at 
2:00 p.m. that Sunday. We stopped and I asked 
him where Mr. Artley Duncan, the Barber, 
resided. He, with a very bemused and puzzled 
expression said: "He died a month ago." I 
said: "Do you know where his widow lives?" 


by Marion Scott Shivas 
(Sanctuary Directory, 1960-85) 

Reply: "Over there (pointing) but they have 
not lived together for seme time." "Do you 
know who the next-of-kin would be, or an 
Executor of the Estate?" The upshot was that 
Mr. Duncan had a daughter (an only cliild) who 
turned out to be the Executrix of his Estate. 

I found her and was greeted very warmly 
(in spite of my outdoor garb and rubber boots) 
by a very dignified lady. I spent two hours 
with her explaining our purpose in desiring to 
purchase the Spooky Hollow property. She 
remarked that she thought her father would be 
delighted and that she would phone me at the 
camp ccnmdssary at 7:00 p.m. that evening 
after she had had an opportunity of discussing 
it with her husband who was an Executor of the 
Estate. 

Ab and I left to return to camp for 
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Promptly at 7:00 p.m. the 
telephone rang and Mrs. Gleandall announced to 
roe that she would he very happy to have our 
Club buy the property (price $4,500 for 95- 
plus acres). The large group at the camp, 
just finishing a sumptuous turkey dinner, 
said, to this day - I did not walk nor run to 
the telephone - I "flew over the tables and 
hack" with the goal news ... we were to have 
our FIRST Club Sanctuary! I was not the only 
one excited - Bob Bateman, Phil Gosling, the 
late Bert MacLaren and Ray Lowes were over at 
the property early the next morning, walking 
boundaries, noting trees, flowers, land 
contours, birds, etc. — and they said I was 
excited!!! 

Legal details were immediately set in 
motion and by mid-July, 1961, the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club was the first naturalist 
group in Canada to possess its own nature 
sanctuary. 

Details of financing the purchase, etc. 
proceeded and with dedicated help the property 
was "mortgage-free" by September 28, 1961. 

Today, Spooky Hollow Sanctuary is 
designated bv the Provincial Government as an 
ANSI - an area of natural, and scientific 
interest. 

In Autumn, 1966, at a Board Meeting, I 
was requested to seek a further property for 
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a Club sanctuary in recognition of Canada's 
Centennial Year - 1967. The Board recorrmended 
"Dr. Hurlburt's Woods near Fonthill". 

On a Saturday in January, 1967, I set 
out at noontime with my two Sanctuary 
Ccflfrdtt.ee Members (the late John Giles aid 
Clarence M. Smith). Both of these men were 
outstanding nature photographers aid had done 
considerable photography at the Hurlburt 
Woods. Armed with gorgeous colour slides, a 
projector, screen aid extra copies of the 
April 1964 Wood Duck's special edition (having 
been prepared when the Club hosted the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists' Annual 
Meeting in April 1964), it outlined the Club's 
purpose, its activities, aid accornplishments, 
etc. 

We proceeded to Vineland (where Dr. 
Hurlburt lived) without prior notification of 
our caning. In answer to mv doortell ring, 
Mrs. Hurlburt was quite adamant that Dr. 
Hurlburt would not see me because he was 
chagrined at our Club since lie had offered our 
Club the property in question aid we had 
turned him do™. Actually it was the TON who 
had turned his offer down. I managed to 
convince her that I had had nothing to do with 
that incident. I stressed my sincerity and 
told her that I had teen requested by my Board 
to contact the Doctor. "Please wait a 
moment." She returned, aid said we could have 
twenty minutes to one-half hour. That was at 
2:00 p.m. We departed at nearly 6:00 p.m. 
after tea and cookies, much conversation, a 
slide show of no meagre proportions, aid the 
Doctor drawing me aside to say that "in all 
probability he would sell to rue" as lie liked 
our forthrightness and our presentation, and 
he would get in touch with rue. The word came 
through early in July. In November, 1967, the 
legal work was completed aid we were the 
possessors of our second nature preserve - a 
small but. nonetheless charming entity. 


Here again, I will not go into the 
financial aspects but suffice to say in the 
case of both purchases we had ad hoc 
caniiit.tees and I was grateful indeed for the 
co-operation I had aid for the donors, as the 
public participated in their puchases. 

' Both of our properties are situated in 
what is termed the "Carolinian Zone of Canada" 
/roughly' indicated by a line drawn from the 
. west end of Lake Ontario to just south of 
Goderich on Lake Huron. We, therefore, are 
able to enjoy trees, plants and animals not 
laiomi in other parts of Ontario. 

In 1982 I canpiled a booklet "Biotic 
Contents of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and Short 
Hills Wilderness Area - Nature Reserves owned 
by Hamilton Naturalists' Club." I assume 
these may still be purchased but I am a little 
chagrined that they get. no publicity and no 
mention has teen made in the Wood Duck since 
rny retirement from the Board as Sanctuary 
Director in 1985 of the additions to the 
lists, which I have provided. 

Questions have teen forthcaning as to 
why we renamed Dr. Hurlburt;'s former property 
the "Short Hills Wilderness Area". Dr. 
Hurlburt insisted that, we promise to retain 
the property in a "wilderness state" and this 
is entered in the legal papers. I mentioned 
to him at that time that perhaps we should 
name it "Short Hills Wilderness Area". He 
liked the idea. Seme years before, Mabel 
Burkholder wrote articles of historic interest 
for the Hamilton Spectator, and I recalled an 
article on the "short hills" in the Niagara 
area. I located it at the Hamilton Public 
Library and when I submitted it to the ad hoc 
committee, they agreed on that name for the 
Hurlburt. Woods. The "Short Hills Provincial 
Park" was not even thought about at that time 
so we did not copy the government, they copied 
us! 

So - we have two "S.H." properties! 


NEW SANCTUARY BROCHURE PUBLISHED 


One of the special projects marking the 
Club's 70th Anniversary, was the publication 
of a pocket-sized brochure describing how to 
get to the Spooky Hollow and Short Hills 
sanctuaries. Hie brochure also provides a map 
of the trail systems at each site. 

Club members will autanaticallv receive 
a copy of the new publication when they renew 


their memterships for the 1989-90 season. 

As a way of honouring Marion Shivas for 
her work in arranging the acquisition of the 
two properties, one trail in each sanctuary 
now tears her name. Trail signs now being 
installed, will make the "Marion Shivas 
trails" clearly visible to visitors. 



PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE HAMILTON 
NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
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PAST EDITORS OF THE WOOD DUCK 


1919-1927 

1927- 1928 

1928- 1929 

1929- 1930 

1930- 1932 

1932- 1933 

1933- 1934 

1934- 1936 
1936-1937 
1938 

1939-1940 

1941-1944 

1945-1946 

1947-1948 

1949 

1950-1952 

1952-1954 

1954-1956 

1956-1960 

1960- 1961 

1961- 1964 

1964- 1965 

1965- 1967 

1967- 1968 

1968- 1969 

1969- 1971 
1971-1974 
1974-1977 

1977- 1978 

1978- 1980 
1980-1982 
1982-1984 
1984-1986 
1986-1989 


Mr. Rotert 0. Merriman 
Mr. C.D. Cook 
Mi'. H.C. Nunn 
Mr. H.G. Amott 
Rev. Calvin McQuesten 
Mr. J. H. Williams 
Mi'. H.C. Nunn 
Mr, J. H. Williams 
Mi’. H.C. Nunn 
Mr. H.E. Kettle 
Mi'. J. H. Williams 
Mr. R.D.F. Bourne 
Mr. George W. North 
Mr. Jack E.H. Martin 
Ml'. E.W. Bastin 
Mr. Roller t 0, Els tone 
Mrs. Laurel North 
Dr. J. Miller 
Mr. Robert 0. Elstone 
Dr. Robert MacLaren 
Mrs. Marion Shivas 
Mi'. Robert Westmore 
Mr. Jolin Miles 
Mi,'. Robert Challis 
Mi'. John Miles 
Dr. Edward Dinniwell 
Dr. Chauncey Wood 
Mrs. Marion Shivas 
Mr. James Dowall 
Mr. Robert Curry 
Miss Hazel Broker 
Mr. Norm Ralston 
Mr. Bruce Duncan 
Mr. Bruce Mackenzie 


1947-1950 


1951 

1952 

1952-1955 

1955-1957 

1957-1959 

1959- 1961 

1960- 1961 

1962- 1963 

1963- 1965 


1965-1967 


1967- 1968 

1968- 1973 


1973- 1974 

1974- 1977 
1977-1981 
1981-1983 

1983- 1984 

1984- 1986 

1986- 1987 

1987- 1988 

1988- 1989 


Mr'. Robert 0. Elstone 
(Founding Editor) 

Mr. Morlev C. Sabine 
Mrs. Sheila Davies 
Mr'. Morlev C. Sabine 
Miss A.E. LeWarne 
Mr'. Robert K. Sargeant 
[Mr. Robert Bateman 
[Mrs. Leslie A. Prince 
[Mr's. John Lamoureux 
Anne & lily Usik 
[Miss Adeline Bowland 
[Miss Annette Zealand 
[Mr. Robert Westmore 
[Mr. John Miles 
[Mr. Donald Babb 
[Mr. Robert Bateman 
[Mr. Robert Stamp 
[Miss Lydia Hamilton 
Mr. A. Salvadori 
[Miss Lydia Hamilton 
[Mr. John Miles 
[Mr'. Robert Challis 
Mr. George Bryant 
Miss Hazel Broker 
Mr. Ron Hepworth 
Mr. Marvin Grove 
Miss Hazel Broker- 
Miss Margaret Mackenzie 
Mr. Brace Duncan 
Miss Margaret Mackenzie 
Mr. Rob Dobos 


[ -indicates Editorial Gamut tee 
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BUTTERFLIES: THEIR 


^ 

ECOLOGY AND IDENTIFICATION 


"All flesh is grass..." and no group of 
living things exhibits this close relationship 
tetter than the butterflies. With a complex 
diversity of habitats and more than 900 
species of vascular plants, the Royal 
Botanical Gardens 1 natural areas are home to 
a great variety of butterflies. Tire RBG will 
be holding a field trip stressing identifi¬ 
cation, behaviour and the interrelationships 
between butterflies (larval and adult) and 


their food plants. 

Tliis hike, led by Alan Wormington, will 
be held on Saturday, July 15, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Participants will meet at the 
RBG Natiu'e Centre for car pooling as sane 
outlying areas will be visited. Participation 
is by preregistration only, with a maximum of 
15 persons; deadline is June 30. Fees: RBG 
members $15.00; RBG members (65+) $12.50; 
Public $20.00. To register call 527-1158. 
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AMERICAN BIRDS ’ WINTER BIRD—FOPUIATION 
STUDY NO. 26 (SPRING 1987) 


FELD, RIDGE AND SHRUBBY TREES - 
Location: Ontario, Wentworth Co., NW of 
Turnbull Rd., just W of Pleasant Valley, in W 
Dundas: 43* 14'45" N, 79’54'00" V . Plot is 
part of an extensive nature sanctuary and 
recreational area owned and managed by the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 
Continuity: New. Size: 6.6 ha = 16.3 acres 
(basically rectangular, measured by rolatape 
and compass). Plot Description: This is plot 
#1 of three successive plots, each of which is 
a separate mixed-habitat area, and appears to 
be the next serai stage of the plot E of it 
(excepting this plot). The soil is basically 
glacial till and loam, with isolated pockets 
of sand; there is a highish (30-40’) ridge 
running E to W through the plot center. Front 
this central ridge the plot slopes fairly 
steeply to the S to a level area; to the N the 
slope is more graduated, and the contours of 
the N half tend to be undulous and mildly 
irregular. Hawthorn {Crataegus pedicellata) 
and Cockspur Hawthorn (C. civs-galli) are the 
most numerous of the trees, or shrubby trees, 
ranging from 12-25 1 in height. Other trees, 
much fewer in no., include Eastern Hemlock 
(Tsuga canadensis), Common Apple (Mains 
pmdla), Sugar Maple (Acer sacchanmi). shrab- 
to-small-tree size Black Cherry (Prunus 
serotina), and a few tall snags. Shrub-size 
species (most < 8’) comprise considerable 
patches of Scarlet Hawthorn, brambles {Rubns 
sp.), Roughleaf Dogwood (Comus dmmmdii ), 
Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina), plus a few 
Eastern White Pines (Finns strobus), and 
Carolina Rose (Rosa Carolina ). Sizable 
concentrations of autumnal herbs were 
Goldenrod (Solidago sp.) in particular, 
followed by Sweet White Clover (Melitotus 
alba), assorted asters (Aster sp.), Heath 
Asters (.4. ericoides), Teasle (Dipascus 
sylvestris ), and Garmon Milkweed (Asclepias 
sn'iaca), as well as largish areas of grasses 
(Gramineae). Other herbs include Queen Anne's 
Lace (Daucvs carota), and Bull Thistle 
(Cirsixm vulgara). Most of the Hawthorns are 
located in the level area of the S half of the 
plot, in particular a mature (25') thicket at 


by Michael Clark 

the SW edge. In plot jfl the ratio of the 
grass-herbal and the vegetative level to 
shrub-tree level is an estimated 70/30%. 
Elevation : 134 m. Edge: Plot is bordered on 
the immediate E by a grassy extension, and 
beyond that a subdivision. To the N are 
railway tracks with mixed woods and a valley 
beyond. W of plot is an axtension of hilly, 
open, grassy and shrubby area. S of plot is 
basically a deeply wooded river ravine. 
Water: approx. 80 yds. to the S is a medium 
sized creek, at river bottom. At sane 
distance to the N is a second creek in the 
valley bottan. Food: rose hips and black 
cherries available, plus plentiful supply of 
weed and grass seed. Tree crop was low; there 
were some apples. Weather: Temperature was 
above zero on 2 count days, was low for the 
winter, and ranged from -IT>C (Mar. 8) to 8>C 
(Jan. 18). Most birds detected on lightish- 
windy days (3); fewest when winds were gusty 
and strong, since plot is quite exposed. 
Winds fran NW to SWS. Snow was generally 
deeper toward end of winter, varying from 
patchy to approx. 2 cm (Jan. 18) to 26 an 
(Feb. 15), and averaging 14 cm. Coverage: 
Dec. 14, 28, 1985; Jan. 18,25; Feb. 15; Mar. 
8, 1986. Total: 6 trips, between 0830 and 
1015 h, averaging 77 min. Count: Am. Tree 
Sparrow,6 (91, 37); Cedar Waxwing, 3 (45, 18); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 2 (30, 12); Dark-eyed 
Junco, 2; Blue Jay, 1 (15, 6); Ann Crow, 1; 
Am. Goldfinch, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, +; Downy 
Woodpecker, +; Ann Robin. 7 N. Cardinal, 4; 
Pine Grosbeak, +. Average Total: 16 birds 
(242/km-, 98/100 acres). Total species: 12. 
Remarks; Plot is small segment of canplex 
ecosystem encompassed by the Dundas Vallv, 
situated between 2 "amis" of the Niagra 
Escarpment. Plot bird numbers were variable, 
ranging, on 5 trips, fran 0-14 birds detected. 
Bv far the greatest no. (58 of the 95 final 
total for plot) was noted on Jan. 18, with 
count-time temparatures at 6-8*0, and most snow 
gone. This date also produced the highest 
per-visit species total of 8 (next highest: 5, 
Dec. 14). 36 of the 58 birds were ground 

granivore feeders; one mixed foraging group (4 
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species) moved slowly up the N slope with 
great excitment. Lowest counts were 
registered on Jan. 25 (2), and Feb. 15 (0); 
highest winds swept over this open environment 
on both days, and visibility was considerably 
reduced by snow on Jan. 25. The plot likely 
supported no winter-long residents. It would 
appear to be a desirable foraging "option" for 


birds possibly roosting in more protected, 
wooded, nearby valley and ravine habitats. 8 
of the 12 species were sighted only once; and 
a 9th species on two visits. Several on-plot 
species were also detected overhead, as well 
as gulls and Evening Grosbeaks. Close-to-plot 
species included White-breasted Nuthatch and 
Pileated Woodpecker. 




THE COMMON SNAPPING TURTLE IN THE HAMILTON AREA 


The Common Snapping Turtle (Ciielvdra 
serpentina) is a ubiquitous species of 
wetlands in the Harrdlton-Wentworth Region and 
the rest of Ontario. It is quite tolerant of 
pollution and thus thrives in great numbers in 
Hamilton Harbour and Cootes Paradise. 

Female snapping turtles can lay between 
18 and 80 eggs once a year, mainly during the 
first three weeks of June. The number of eggs 
each female lays is directly related to her 
lx)dy mass and generally related to her age. 
This means young female turtles are smaller 
and thus lay fewer eggs than their older 
counterparts in the population. The mean 
clutch size in Hamilton area populations is 
about 56 eggs. It takes a female two to three 
hours to come ashore to choose a nesting site, 
dig the hole and deposit her eggs. Snapping 
turtles prefer to lay their eggs on warm, 
humid or rainy June mornings starting around 
June 1. 

A popular nesting site in the Hamilton 
area is located tehind the Dundas Hydro 
Station tordering on the West Pond of Cootes 
Paradise. An adjacent nesting area is the 
Garden Plots which the City of Dundas rents to 
the public. These are located liehind the 
Dundas Olympic Parle skating arena on York Rd., 
Dundas. This site also borders the West Pond. 

In eacli of the past, four years I have 
been collecting data concerning the density of 
this population, age distribution, clutch and 
body sizes of the females, and collecting eggs 
for contaminant analyses. The mean lxxlv mass 
of' females at the site is 5.4 kg aid the 
earliest age of nesting is seven years. The 
mean age of nesting females is 16.9 years. 


by Christine Bishop 

Snapping turtle eggs in this population 
are contaminated with polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs) (mean concentration = 1618.0 
ppb) and organochlorine pesticides including 
hexaclilorobenzene, chlordane, DDT 1 aid 
nonachlor. The levels of these contaminants 
are similar to turtles from Lvnde Creek (near 
Whitby) but are contaminated to a much higher 
degree thai eggs from Cranlierry Marsh, Long 
Point and Lake Sasajewun in Algonquin Park. 

Nevertheless, the nesting activity of 
these animals is very fascinating aid I have 
never grown bored of watcliing this annual 
event. If you are interested in seeing turtles 
nest at the atove two sites, visit the areas 
lie tween 7 and 8 a.m. on warm, humid or rainy 
mornings in June. There will lie biologists at 
the site who will be more than willing to 
discuss this study with you aid tell you more 
about snapping turtles. 

ft** ****** 

WETLAND ECOLOGY FIELD TRIP 

The RBG is holding a trip to view the 
four basic types of wetlands found in southern 
Ontario: marsh, swamp, fen and bog. Good 
examples of each of these habitats are found 
within a 30 km radius of the RBG, making it 
possible to visit aid compare all four types 
in a single day. Leaders are Jack Lord aid 
Len Simser. Date: Saturday, September 23; 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. By registration only; deadline 
Sept, 8; maximum 20 people. Fees: RBG members 
$12.00; RBG members (65+) $10.00; Public 
$16.00. To register call 527-1158. 
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TREES 


Thank you GOD for the lovely trees. 

In the Garden YOU first made. 

Adam and Eve enjoyed them all, 

For their food and welcome shade. 

Here in our woodlands they still grow 
And in this our temperate clime. 

With infinite variety 
Forest trees now reign sublime. 

Every country' road is tree-lined. 

And on hillsides weals abound. 

On the open land, vast forests 
Flourished - till by man were found. 

Tiie king of all - the sturdy oak, 

Queen, the sugar maple tree 
Their courtiers, birch and rowan 
Have all grown up straight and free. 

And then there are the conifers 
Which thrive in the colder clime, 

Standing tall and green in winter 
Needles covered all in rime. 

We pass beside the clear-cut hills, 
Mainland, coast and wooded isle. 

Only mature trees are taken, 

Broken saplings, sites defile. 

Soil is washed away forever, 

Bare and useless rock remains. 

How can we defend our actions, 

When we see how chaos reigns? 

•*; * -Ac 


Now is all the beauty wasted, 

Grown here for a thousand years, 
Grabbed for greed, and no replacement 
Will be cause for future tears. 

GOD made the land, GOD made the trees, 
For man's use in many ways. 

If all these great gifts are wasted, 
We'll regret in future days. 

First we need a law, enforcing 
That new trees must be planted 
Instantly, before more damage. 

Then permits mil te granted. 

Man was made to care for GOD's world 
Not to waste nor desecrate. 

But to serve it to HIS glory. 

Man can use, but not create. 

So if we waste our heritage, 

Cause the flag of nature furled, 

There will cane at last fulfillment 
Of the ending of our world. 

So we shall yet keep our woodlands, 

And the trees we love so well. 

Hie future shall not deride us, 

As we sit in this wild dell. 

M.J. Forbes 
January, 1989 
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CONSERVATION FUND 


At the May executive meeting of the 
riNC, the Board of Directors made a number of 
donations that had been deferred until Con¬ 
servation Fund guidelines had been establish¬ 
ed. In total, $3150. was given to seven non¬ 
profit organizations, outlined below. 

1. Forests For Tomorrow (a coalition of 
environmental groups under the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists' ring) who are represent¬ 
ing all naturalists at the Environmental 
Assessment hearings in Thunder Bay, on 
Ontario's management of its forests: $1000. 

2. The Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation, 
who, under Kay and Larry McKeever's direction, 
rehabilitate injured owls and raise and 


release captive-bom owls: $500. 

3. long Point Bird Observatory: $500. to 
assist in building a Visitors Centre on Old 
Cut Boulevard at long Point. 

4. Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre: 
$600. to buy a VCR for educational purposes. 

5. Temagami Wilderness Society: $250. to 
support their stand against logging in the 
Tanagaiai Old Pine forests. 

6. Reptile Breeding Foundation of Picton, 
Ontario: $200. to assist with captive breeding 
of rare native species. 

7. Mingan Island Cetacean Study: $100. to 
adopt a Blue Whale in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
and assist in their whale research. 



175 


BOOK REVIEW 


bv David Stubbing 


Beautiful Walks in and Around Hamilton , by Liz Lesser. 


This soft cover book (written by a 
member of the HNC) will be a welcome addition 
for those who want to find new areas to 
explore close to home. Twenty-five walks of 
about two hours duration are described and 
range from easy strolls along the Lake to 
difficult parts of the Bruce Trail. Stoney 
Creek, Dundas, Ancaster, Burlington and 
Hamilton are all represented. 

A map of each wall-; is accompanied by a 
description of special features, difficulty, 
length, public and private means of access and 
directions to be used while on the trail. Hie 
book is well laid out with at least one page 
for each walk. However, this does mean that 


the maps are rather small and because they are 
packed with information I found a few of them 
difficult to follow. The directions should 
help clarify any problems when you are in the 
field. 

The only other quibble that I have is 
the book's size. Unfortunately it is too 
large to fit in the average pocket (but it 
will go nicely into an empty binocular case) 
and I am not sure how well it will stand up to 
repeated use. Despite these minor dislikes I 
think the book will be extremely useful for 
people new to Hamilton and even though I have 
lived here for thirteen years I found new 
areas to explore. 




DUNDAS VALLEY LANDOMvlERS RECEIVE 
SPECIAL, STEWARDSHIP AWARDS 


Thirty-five area landowners were 
honoured for their contribution to the 
preservation of Ontario's natural heritage at 
a special ceremony held at the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority's Resource Management 
Centre in Ancaster on Thursday, February 23. 

The landowners received Natural 
Heritage Stewardship Awards for voluntarily 
agreeing to protect the natural features of 
their Dundas Valley properties -an area 
designated as part of the Carolinian Canada 
zone. Seven other landowners in the area have 
also trade stewardship agreements, but declined 
plaques. 

Within the heart of southern Ontario 
lie unique pockets of forest, flowers and 
wildlife which are found nowhere else in 
Canada. This small section of land extending 
roughly from Toronto to Grand Bend is also one 
of the most heavily urbanized and 
industrialized regions of Canada. This heavy' 
population density has eliminated over 90 
percent of the natural habitat in the 
Carolinian zone, and many species which call 
it home are in jeopardy. For this reason, a 


program of protection known as the Carolinian 
Canada Program was established. 

Since most of the remaining pockets of 
natural Carolinian habitat are in private 
hands, it is the individual landowner who 
holds the key in the protection of this 
precious natural treasure. 

In this region, three specific sites 
have teen identified as Carolinian: the 
Beverly Swamp in Puslinch Township, the Dundas 
Valley, and the Grimsby-Winona Escarpment. 
The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority and 
the Ministry of Natural Resources (Cambridge) 
have been chosen to te the local lead agencies 
for the Carolinian Canada Program. Awards to 
landowners in the Beverly Swamp area were made 
last year; awards to landowners in the 
Grimsby-Winona Escarpment will l)e scheduled 
for late spring. 

Further inquiries regarding the 
Carolinian Canada Program or landowner contact 
should be directed to Brace Duncan, 
Naturalist, Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, at 525-2181. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to April 30, 1989 - 176. 

* indicates first record for the year. 

F indicates first record for the migration. 

L indicates last record for the migration. 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation 
is required by the Hamilton Bird Record Committee (HBRC). 


MARCH 




Tundra Swan 

Mar 27 

30 Alberton 

Sue Scmers 


APRIL 

Red-throated Loon 

Apr 2 F 

16 

Woodland Cemetery 

Jim Cram,William Smith,Phil Walker 

ii II II 

Apr 8 

1 

ir M 

Rob Dobos et al. 

if II If 

Apr 14 

2 

Lake at Grays Rd 

Robert Finlavson,Bill Lamond, 

It II II 

Apr 15 

1 

North shore of Bay 

.Alan Wormington 

Dobos, Kevin McLaughlin 

Cannon Loon 

Apr 2 F 

1 

Mountsberg C.A. 

Dobos,McLaughlin,George Naylor 

M II 

Apr 22 

15 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dobos, Lamond, McLaughlin 

Homed Grebe 

Apr 15 

50 

North Shore of Bay 

Dobos, McLaughlin 

Red-necked Grebe 

Apr 28 

16 

Shoreacres 

Mark Jennings 

Western Grebe 

Apr 30 * 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Smith et al. 

Double-crested Cormorant Apr 1;11 

2; 18 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dolx>s 

if II It 

Apr 26 

75 

Hydro Islands 

II 

Great Blue Heron 

Apr 4 

20 

Over Burlington Bay 

II 

Great Egret 

Apr 15 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos, McLaughlin 

if II 

Apr 18 

O 

4j 

Globe Park 

Rob Waldhuber 

II II 

Apr 30 

1 

Van Wagners Ponds 

Dobos, Al Navikevicius 

tl II 

Apr 30 

1 

Hendrie Valley 

Naylor 

Green-backed Heron 

Apr 26 * 

1 

Lyndon 

Lamond 

Black-crowned Night- 

-Heron Apr 15 

9 

Shoreacres 

Naylor 

Tundra Swan 

Apr 4 

25 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

ii i; 

Apr 16 L 

3 

Valens C.A. 

lamond, McLaughlin 

Greater tinte-frouted Goose Apr 118 Twentv Mile Cr at St Ann' 

s Robert Curry, Jack Van Norstrand 

Snow Goose 

Apr 8 1 ad blue Desjardins Canal 

Finlayson 

II II 

Apr 11-30 1 inm white " " 

Brian Wylie et. al. 

Wood Duck 

Apr 6 

20 

8th Rd E at Green Mt Rd 

Naylor 

Northern Shoveler 

Apr 4 

26 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

II 11 

Apr 7 

60 

Tollgate Ponds 

DoIxjs 

Gadwall 

Apr 12 

45 

Hendrie Valley 

ll 

Eurasian Wiqeon 

Apr 2-3 

1 m 

Mt Hope Airport 

Paul Thomas 

American Wigeon 

Apr 6 

24 

8th Rd E at Green Mt Rd 

Naylor 

Ring-necked Duck 

Apr 1 

40 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Paul Rose 

II II II 

Apr 2 

106 

Quarry, Green Mt Rd 

Wylie 

II II II 

Apr 2 

75; 90 

Millgrove; Valens C.A. 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

Oldsquaw 

Apr 6 

30 

Bronte 

Jennings 

White-winged Scoter 

Apr 14 

49 

Lake at Grays Rd 

Finlayson, Lamond, Wormington 

ii 11 li 

Apr 29 

1 

Shoreacres 

Naylor 

Hooded Merganser 

Apr 2 

14 

Valens C.A. 

Do!x>s, McLaughlin, Naylor 
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Rudely Duck 

Apr 

7 

15 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dobos 

II ll 

Apr 

13 

15 

Dundas Marsh 

Henry Swierszcz 

Turkey Vulture 

Apr 

5 

12 

it n 

Finlavson 

Osprey 

Apr 

8 * 

n 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dobos et al. 

Bald Eagle 

Apr 

5 

1 irnn Over Lake Ave S 

Waldhuber 

II ll 

Apr 

13 

1 ad 

Dundas Marsh 

Bruce Duncan; Finlavson 

Northern Harrier 

Apr 

0 

4 

Ofield Rd 

Doloos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

ll ll 

Apr 

25 

3 

Kohler 

Lamond 

ll ll 

Apr 

28 

2 terr New Credit Indian Reserve 

li 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Apr 

14 

1 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dobos 

II ll ll 

Apr 

27 

2 

Dundas Valley 

Duncan 

Cooper's Hawk 

Apr 

13; 21 

1 *9 
1,-6 

1) ll 

ll 

ll ll 

Apr 

16 

1 

Hwy 52, Rockton 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

Apr 

16 * 

1 

Cayuga 

Carole King 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Apr 

16 * 

1 

Over Bingham Rd, Hamilton 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

ll 11 ll 

Apr 

25 

39 

Sydenham Rd, Dundas 

Bruce Macintosh 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Apr 

2 

4 

8th Rd E 

Peter McParland 

11 11 ll 

Apr 

20 

O 

u 

Hagersville 

Mike Street 

ll ll ll 

Apr 

20 

3 

Saltfleet 

Dobos 

ll ll ll 

Apr 

29 

1 

York 

Dobos, Lamond, Naylor 

Golden Eagle 

Apr 

5 

1 ad 

Over Lake Ave S 

Waldhuber 

Merlin 

Apr 

90 p 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dobos, Lamond, McLaughlin, Naylor 

II 

Apr 

29 

1 

Lake at Greens Rd 

Qu-ry 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Apr 

8 

1 

Albion Falls 

Naylor 

ll ll ll 

Apr 

8 

3;2 

Winona S.P.; 8th Rd E 

Doixos, McLaughlin, Rose 

ll ll ll 

Apr 

20 

1 

Rattray's Marsh 

Kathleen MacNarnara, Ralph Speak 

Ruffed Grouse 

Apr 

18 

1 

Dundas Valley C.A. 

Ranulf Glanville 

Virginia Rail 

Apr 

17 * 

1 

Six Nations Indian Reserve 

Lamond 

II ll 

Apr 

22 

1 

Hwy 6 at Cone 6 

Wylie 

Common Moorhen 

Apr 

29 * 

1 

Mercers Glen 

Curry 

Sandhill Crane 

Apr 

2 * 

1 

Oakes Rd, Winona 

Cram, Smith, Walker 

ll ll 

Apr 

15 

1 

Burloak Rd 

Lois Evans 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Apr 

8 * 

4 

S of Hartford 

John & Steven Miles 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Apr 

8 

1 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Rose 

II ll 

Apr 

20 

10 

Rattray's Marsh 

MacNarnara, Speak 

Solitary Sandpiper- 

Apr 

14 * 

1 

Valens C.A. 

Finlavson, Lamond, Wormington 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Apr 

28 * 

1 

Cainsville Sewage Ponds 

Doloos 

Upland Sandpiper 

Apr 

16 * 

1 

Hwy 52, Rockton 

Lamond 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Apr 

13 * 

1 

8th Rd E at Green Mt Rd 

Naylor 

ll ll 

Apr 

27; 28 

15 

Hwy 6, N of Hagersville 

Street; Dobos 

Dunlin 

Apr 

15 * 

0 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos, McLaughlin 

Ruff 

Apr 

27 * 

1 

Hwy 6, N of Hagersville 

Street 

11 

Apr 

28 

1 

ll ll ll 

Dobos, Miles, Naylor, Street 

II 

Apr 

29 

1 

ll It ll 

Dolxos, Finlavson, Lamond,Naylor 

Cocrmon Snipe 

Apr 

13 

36 

8th Rd E at Green Mt Rd 

Mavlor 

Little Gull 

Apr 

00 * 
t->L> 

2 ad 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos, Lamond, McLaughlin 

Common Black-headed Gull Apr 16 * 

1 1st 

sum " " 

Lamond, McLaughlin et. al. 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Apr 16 

175 

ll ll 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

II ll 

Apr 22 

700 

ll ll 

Dolxos, Lamond, McLaughlin 

Iceland Gull 

Apr 16 L 

1 1st 

sum " " 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

Apr 1 

1 ad 

it ll 

Dolxos, McLaughlin, Rose 

Caspian Tern 

Apr 14 * 

1;10 

High Level Bridge; Tollgates Curry; Dobos 

II It 

Apr 30 

60 

Dundas Marsh 

Dolxos 





Common Tern 

Apr 22 * 6 

LaSalle Park 

Curry 

if ll 

Apr 26 50 

Hydro Islands 

Dobos 

Forster's Tern 

Apr 22 * 2 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos, Larnond, McLaughlin 

Long-eared 

Apr 2 L 2 

Bronte Woods 

McParland 

Short-eared tel 

Apr 16 2 

Binbrook 

Naylor 

If (1 ll 

Apr 16 1 

5th Cone, W Flamborough 

Larnond, McLaughlin 

fl II II 

Apr 25 4 

Kohler 

Larnond 

Chimney Swift 

Apr 30 * 1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Apr 2 1 

Cayuga 

King 

II II 71 

Apr 25 1 

Kohler 

Larnond 

II II II 

Apr 28 3 

Cayuga area 

ll 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Apr 15 F 4 

Bronte Woods 

Naylor 

H II II 

Apr 15 F 1 

Hvw 5 at Ninth line 

MacNamara 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Apr 17 1 

Mississauga Rd at Collegewav " 

Least Flycatcher 

Apr 30 * 1 

Binbrook 

Larnond 

Great-crested Flycatcher Apr 30 * 1 

Tiffany Falls C.A. 

Dobos 

Purple Martin 

Apr 6 * 2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Tree Swallow 

Apr 6;17 100;500 " 

ll 

Northern Rough-winged : 

Swallow Apr 6*1 

Sioux Lookout 

ll 

Bank Swallow 

Apr 17 * I 

Bronte 

ll 

Cliff Swallow 

Apr 6 * 1 

ll 

it 

Barn Swallow 

Apr 6 * 10 

Copetown 

Glanville 

It ll 

Apr 6 * 2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Apr 28 F 1 

Shoreacres 

ll 

Brown Creeper 

Apr 1 2 

Westdale 

Finlavson 

House Wren 

Apr 26 * 1 

Dundas Marsh 

fl 

Winter Wren 

Apr 1 * 1 

ll M 

Naylor, Wylie 

Sedge Wren 

Apr 30 1 

Biuioak Woods 

Jennings 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Apr 15 * 2 

Shoreacres 

Naylor 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Apr 28 * 1 

Shell Park, Bronte 

Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

Apr 1 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Rose 

M II 

Apr 13 2 

Dundas Valley C.A. 

Glanville 

ll ll 

Apr 22 3 

Beamer C.A. 

Street 

ll ll 

Apr 25 1 

Fifty Rd 

DoIxjs 

Mountain Bluebird 

Apr 15 * 1 m 

Middletown Rd, N of Cone 5 

Smith et al. 

if ii 

Apr 16 1 m 

IT IT If II 

Jennings, Larnond, McLaughlin 


(First Hamilton 

area record) 


Swainson's Thrush 

Apr 19 * 1 

N shore of Ccotes Paradise 

Rose 

Hermit Thrush 

Apr 15 * I;8 

Shoreacres; Bronte 

Naylor 

ll ll 

Apr 15 * 1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dobos, McLaughlin 

Wood Thrush 

Apr 30 * 2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

American Robin 

Apr 16-26 1 albino Kings Forest Golf Course Dermis & Gwen Lewington 

Northern Mockingbird 

Apr 1 1 

West Pond 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Rose 

ll ll 

Apr 16 1 

Cone 5, W Flamborough 

Larnond, McLaughlin 

ll ll 

Apr 19 2;1 

West Pond; Berry C.A. 

Wylie 

H ll 

Apr 20 3 

10th Rd E 

Dobos 

Brown Thrasher 

Apr 19 F 1 

Berry C.A. 

Wylie 

Cedar Waxwing 

Apr 17 26 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Solitary Vireo 

Apr 27 * 1 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Apr 30 * 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

Nashville Warbler 

Apr 30 * 1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

ll ll 

Apr 30 * 2 

Binbrook 

Larnond 

Yellow Warbler 

Apr 30 * 1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 



17 9 


Yellow-ranped Warbler 

Apr 15 * 

6 

Shoreacres 

Naylor 

H II II 

Apr 15 * 

1 

Middletown Rd 

Smith et al. 

Black-throated Green Warbler Apr 

30 * 

2 Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

>1 II ii ii 

Apr 30 * 

1 

Binbrook 

Lamond 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Apr 30 * 

1 

il 

ll 

Pine Warbler 

Apr 24 * 

1 terr 1 km S of Blue Lake 

" 

H II 

Apr 25 

1 

Dundas Valley 

Duncan 

H «l 

Apr 27 

2 terr Blue Lake 

Lamond 

It II 

Apr 27 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Palm Warbler 

Apr 29 * 

1 hypochrysea Burloak Woods 

ii 

II II 

Apr 30 

1 palmanm Hopkins Tract 

Finlavson 

Black-and-white Warbler 

Apr 30 * 

1 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

ii M II II 

Apr 30 * 

1 

Binbrook 

Lamond 

Northern Waterthrush 

Apr 27 * 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Wilson's Warbler 

Apr 28 * 

1 

Hendrie Valley 

Curry 

American Tree Sparrow 

Apr 30 L 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

ll it n 

Apr 30 L 

8 

Binbrook 

Lamond 

Qiipping Sparrow 

Apr 13 * 

1 

Hatton Dr, Ancaster 

Street 

Field Sparrow 

Apr 1 * 

o 

4J 

Beamer C.A. 

Curry, Dobos et al. 

Vesper Sparrow 

Apr 15 * 

6 

Dundas Valley C.A. 

Wylie 

Savannah Sparrow 

Apr 1 * 

1 

Ofield Rd at Cone 4 

ll 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

Apr 25 * 

1 

Kohler 

Lamond 

Fox Sparrow 

Apr 15 

100 

Bronte 

Naylor 

Swamp Sparrow 

Apr 16 * 

2 

Crieff Bag 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

White-throated Sparrow 

Apr 18 F 

O 

Shoreacres 

Dobos 

Bobolink 

Apr 17*;27 2;4 

Bagersville 

Street 

Western Meadowlark 

Apr 16 * 

1 

Hanlon Industrial Park 

Naylor 

ll ll 

Apr 22 

1 

ii ll Ii 

Dobos, Lamond, McLaughlin 

Rusty Blackbird 

Apr 2 

50 

Middletown Rd 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

Northern Oriole 

Apr 28 * 

1 

Cayuga 

Lamond 

Purple Finch 

Apr 7-28 

2-5 

Capetown 

Glanville 

• I ll 

Apr 29 

4 

York 

King 

White-winged Crossbill 

Apr 9 * 

4 

Hatton Dr, Ancaster 

Street 

ll ll ll 

Apr 24 

10 

Queenswav Dr, Brantford 

Lamond 

Evening Grosbeak 

Apr 15 * 

2 

Dundas Valley C.A. 

Wylie 


Please send vour bird records for May & June bv Aug 5 to Mark Jennings, 11308-5348 Lakeshore Rd, 
Burlington, ait, L7L 4Z2, or phone 416-632-2210. 
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